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By PETER FEARON
For The Observer

Every year hundreds of thousands
of migrating songbirds move through
Lambton County, utilizing the abun­
dant food sources offered by the Lake
Huron coastline to continue their
journey northwards in the spring and
southwards in the fall.

In May, the call of Point Pelee draws
most birdwatchers, where you can
expect to see over 20 different species
of warbler in one day. With the Point
acting as a natural funnel, it is a perfect
place for novice birdwatchers to learn
the art of identification. For birdwatch­
ers that fancy more of a challenge,
Lambton County has a variety of loca­
tions where migrating warblers and
other songbirds can be seen. While this
type of birdwatching is very rewarding,
it often requires a knowledge of bird
song and a sharp eye.

A very wet fall has seen a more dis­
creet migration of some of the smaller
songbirds. The warblers have all but
disappeared, with only a few strag­
gling orange-crowned, Nashville and
black-throated blue warblers still being
reported. Delicate golden-crowned and
ruby-crowned kinglets are still moving
through, but in smaller numbers and
can be heard 'seeping' in the tops of
trees. You may have noticed the arriv­
al of winter visitors in your own area.
Slate-coloured juncos have been around
for almost three weeks and are often
found foraging in the leaves under
bushes. Titmice, chickadees and finch­
es are becoming more active around
feeders as they are more dependent on
such assistance in fall and winter.

While bird watching is a popular
activity in this area, few people have
ever studied the birds as they passed
through the county.

The Ausable Bird Observatory, a
Lambton County-based organization,
has capitalized on the previously unas­
sessed importance of the Port Franks
Dune Complex Important Bird Area.
A migration monitoring station was
established within Pinery Provincial
Park from April 2006 onward, resulting
in the banding of over 6000 migratory
birds. Due to this success, plans are
now in 'place for a second banding site
in 2007.
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Peter Fearon, project co-ordinator
for the Ausable Bird Observatory will be
speaking on migrating birds and the joys
of bird banding on Monday, Oct. ·30 at
7:30 p.m. at the YMCA Learning and
Career Centre, located at 660 Oakdale
Avenue. Everyone is wekome to attend.


