
President’s Message:

October 2022

This fall has given us beautiful weather to enjoy nature outdoors with

amazing fall colours. The Fungi foray in September successfully found a

variety of fungi to examine although more rain might have boosted the

findings. A Healing Hike at a local conservation area was an interesting

perspective about how to participate in a forest immersion experience.

This fall also marks a return to Lambton Wildlife in-person gatherings indoors. Our first indoor presentation was

from Ontario Nature’s representative, Smera Sukumar about the restoration efforts at the Sydenham River 

Nature Reserve. Covid continues to present challenges and a long absence of indoor activities contributed to a

few bumps along the way. For years, Lambton Wildlife’s 15 member board of directors met as a guest of the 

Sarnia Lambton Environmental Association (SLEA).  SLEA has now been amalgamated as part of a larger 

organization, and Lambton Wildlife is no longer able to use their facilities. A new location for meetings is 

needed with the board temporarily meeting at the Sarnia Library. 

Many volunteer roles that had previously been filled are now available and a variety of small and large 

opportunities abound within our organization. One such team opportunity is the Bird Friendly Cities Initiative. 

We are currently looking for more interested people to join this multi organization coalition to promote bird 

saving changes within our city. Work has been progressing under the leadership of John Cooke with currently 

19 of a possible 50 criteria achieved. We need 25 for an entry level position. An achievement of 19/25 is 

considerable but a larger focus group would keep this initiative growing.

I hope that your enthusiasm for nature based activity continues and you might consider contributing in some 

part to the volunteer energy that keeps our organization flourishing. Please feel free to contact me!

Mary Martin

LWI President

519 330-8902 
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Weston Family Science Program 
Reversing the Decline of Ontario’s Most Endangered Butterfly Species  

Progress Report to Lambton Wildlife Incorporated 
August 2022 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Lambton Wildlife Incorporated for supporting the Nature Conservancy 
of Canada (NCC)’s mottled duskywing research through a $25,000 gift. This funding contributed much-needed
match toward a successful NSERC application, earning a $550,000 Alliance Grant award in support of this 
ambitious five-year research project. Project partners comprise academic, governmental, and private 
organizations including the University of Guelph, Western University, University of Winnipeg, Cambridge 
Butterfly Conservatory, Natural Resource Solutions Inc., Wildlife Preservation Canada, Ontario Parks, 
Lambton Wildlife Inc., and Alderville Black Oak Savannah. 

Over the past decade, many populations of 
Mottled Duskywing have disappeared across 
Ontario and those remaining are thought to be in 
decline. Our aim is to conserve these remaining 
populations and restore them to their historical 
range, creating self-sustaining populations across
the province. We are monitoring the demography 
and genetics of existing populations, have 
initiated a captive rearing program, and are 
reintroducing this species to new areas, including 
NCC’s Backus Block in Norfolk County, acquired 
largely with the support of the Foundation. 
Results from this study will also help us develop 
best management practices for this butterfly and 
its habitat.

Update 
Emily Trendos continues her Ph.D. at the University of Guelph as an NCC Weston Family Conservation 
Science Fellow studying Mottled Duskywings. Over last fall and winter she started analysing data collected in 
previous field seasons and planning her lab experiments. In May 2022, she began her third field season 
monitoring existing populations and tracking their movements at several sites in the Rice Lake Plains of 
southeastern Ontario (some owned by NCC).  

In summer 2021, over 700 mottled duskywing adults, larvae, and pupae that were reared in captivity at the 
Cambridge Butterfly Conservatory were reintroduced into the wild at Pinery Provincial Park. This field season, 
over 40 adults were sighted, meaning that some of the individuals released in 2021 produced young that 
successfully overwintered and emerged this year. They will continue to be monitored throughout summer 
2022. This marks a major step in the successful recovery of this species!

Next Steps 
Field work will continue in summer 2022 and 2023. Reintroductions and augmentations of current populations 
will occur again at Pinery Provincial Park in 2022 and possibly 2023. In 2023, assuming the site will have a 
suitable amount of host plant, we plan to reintroduce mottled Duskywing at an NCC property in Norfolk 
County. Emily will also complete two lab experiments, to learn more about overwintering survival and density 
dependence, in winter 2023 and 2024. 
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Impact 
The goal of this five-year project is to conduct 
research aimed at reversing the decline of 
mottled Duskywing and establish Ontario’s first 
butterfly reintroduction. The results from data 
collected by Emily and other students will also 
influence management decisions on properties 
where Mottled Duskywing will eventually be 
reintroduced.  

Over the course of the past year, our partners 
have conducted several outreach activities. 
Pinegrove Productions has nearly completed a 
documentary on this work and biologist Jessica
Linton filmed an episode of a kids TVO show     
called     “Leo’s   Butterflies”. 

The 2022 emergence of Mottled Duskywing at 
Pinery was featured in the Globe and Mail and 
several other media outlets. Finally, in 
collaboration with a local Guelph brewery, we 
developed a Mottled Duskywing beer to raise 
awareness of the project and the species. 

June 13, 2022

Dear Lambton Wildlife:

Thank you very much for supporting the Lambton County Science Fair. I am in grade 6 at St. Anne’s 
School. My project was called “A Lake Full of Problems: Freshwater Acidification”, and studied the 
effects of increasing freshwater acidification on plants, shells and living organisms. I thoroughly 
enjoyed the process of doing my project and presenting it in front of the judges in person at the fair. I 
was thrilled to be the winner of the Lambton Wildlife Natural Environment award. I can’t wait to come 
back next year to the Lambton County Science Fair with an even better project.

Thank you very much!

Cynthia Rayson
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/guelph-fixed-gear-mottled-duskywing-yeast-butterfly-beer-1.6528859
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/kitchener-waterloo/guelph-fixed-gear-mottled-duskywing-yeast-butterfly-beer-1.6528859
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-sightings-of-endangered-butterfly-in-southern-ontario-electrify
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-sightings-of-endangered-butterfly-in-southern-ontario-electrify
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/leos-pollinators/videos/mottled-duskywing
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/leos-pollinators/videos/mottled-duskywing
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/leos-pollinators/videos/mottled-duskywing
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/leos-pollinators/videos/mottled-duskywing
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/leos-pollinators/videos/mottled-duskywing
https://www.tvokids.com/school-age/leos-pollinators/videos/mottled-duskywing


Outdoor Events summer 2022:

Walkable Habitat Garden Tours: Saturday August 13th:

Three local gardeners opened up their yards to LWI members, showing us how we can enhance our gardens 
by adding native plants, trees and shrubs. Thanks to Anne Goulden, Mary Martin and Brad (a willing 
neighbour) for allowing us into their gardens! Participants were encouraged to walk as all three gardens were 
just 0.5 km apart!

Point Pelee National Park Camping Trip:
Twelve members of Lambton Wildlife were able to enjoy beautiful Point Pelee National Park in picture
perfect weather in September. Campfires, bird watching, star gazing, bike riding, bat watching, and
campfires were all enjoyed while at the park.
For the birder watchers in the group the many Nighthawks seen, and the beautiful Canada Warbler
sighting were highlights. Seeing Saturn’s rings, and 3 species of bats flying overhead around the 
campfirewas a great way to end the evenings.A big thank you to Larry Cornelis for leading our group, 
and to Roberta Buchanan for organizing the trip!

I Spy Fungi, Lambton County Forest, Port Franks:
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A B

A dry summer 
reduced the number 
of mushrooms that 
could be found:
A: Turkey Tail
B: False Chanterelle



Leave the Leaves!
Leaves protect plants and bulbs from harsh winter weather.
A layer of leaves will slow down weed germination.
Decomposing leaves provide much needed nutrients for your
plants and soil.

In response to an article in the Spring 2022 Earthways, (Archive News, by Mary Martin) , 
the following information was received from Brian Savidant!

Hi Mary. I saw your write up on the club’s archives and I can tell you exactly
what the electronic owl was for. It was part of what we called the “Bird Game”. It
straddled the top of a Masonite pegboard that had pictures of different birds on
it. It also had the names of all the birds off to one side. To play you simply
touched one of the probes to the brass tack under the bird and the other probe
to the brass tack under your guess of the bird’s name. If you were correct the
owl’s eyes would light up as well as a buzzer. I used it a number of times for my
bird presentations to school age children (Guides, Brownies, Cubs etc.). I also
did the last repair to it. The owl’s eye had burnt out and I couldn’t find a red
replacement so I bought a clear bulb and painted it red. I should have removed
the batteries but you know how that goes. There should have been a 2 ft x 4 ft
pegboard with it.
So now you know the rest of the story! Brian Savidant

Butler’s Gartersnake update to LWI Members:

I will be authoring the COSEWIC status report update on the Butler's Gartersnake (BUGA). I am 
reaching out to Lambton Wildlife after following up with staff from the ABCA. There is a location in 
Middlesex County with an historical observation of Butler's Gartersnake (the Parkill area), but without 
a confirmed observation since 1992.

The Parkhill Conservation Area is near the historical observation and is listed in the Lambton Wildlife 
guide to the Natural Areas of Lambton County, so I was wondering if any members are aware of any 
recent BUGA observations at or near that site, or know of any reptile surveys conducted therein 
(particularly since the last status assessment in 2010). This information would be very helpful for 
determining the current Canadian status of this reptile.

Jonathan Choquette, B.Sc., MLA
Principal and Conservation Biologist, SCC Ecological
PO Box 221, Stn. A, Windsor ON, N9A 6K1
(226) 961-5193 
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Why and How to go About Planting a Native Tree in Your Yard - Article by W 
Brown-Maxfield, Natural Environment Committee (LWI)

If you are looking for a tree to plant in the
boulevard in your front yard and / or you
want to create some natural habitat for
birds, insects, and other forms of wildlife,
you will want to consider a tree that is
native to your area (see list below). Native
trees tend to have established
relationships with a wide and varying
range of insects, birds, fungi and
mammals and tend to be better adapted
to the local climate.

According to an Ontario Nature article
written by Elise Johnson (July 30, 2020)
“Native plants are beautiful, well adapted,
cost effective and, perhaps above
all, they meet the current demand for
more sustainable horticulture solutions”
The article adds that “Native trees provide
the types of cover and food sources that
native fauna requires to sustain life.
These species are integral to holding
together our larger natural ecosystem”.

Trees planted on a boulevard are often
exposed to harsher conditions than trees
planted elsewhere on a property and so it
is important to consider factors such as
how well a tree can tolerate road salt?
What type of soil does the tree prefer? Is
the tree able to tolerate full sun? Is the tree fast growing? Does the tree have roots that may be 
considered invasive and thus may cause damage to sewers or other structures? Additionally, you 
may wish to avoid trees with a low canopy as this may impair sight lines and fruited trees (unless fruit 
falls close to the tree) as they can be messy and require additional yard clean up. Lastly, to ensure 
biodiversity with respect to tree species it is important to consider planting a variety of trees while also
allowing for cross pollination to occur within species where applicable.

These are our top picks in that each tree species in its own unique way, fulfills the criteria outlined 
above: Northern Red Oak, Bur Oak, Northern Hackberry, Tulip Tree, Freeman’s Maple, Kentucky 
Coffee Tree, Black Walnut, Sycamore (requires lots of space), Black Gum, Blue Ash (listed as 
species of special concern (COSEWIC). If you are looking to plant a smaller tree, you may wish to 
consider one of the following species: Serviceberry (smooth will sucker the least), Pagoda Dogwood 
(understory species), Redbud, or Chokecherry.

To learn more about native trees and to better determine which tree species might best fit the 
conditions in your yard talk to an informed arborist from your local nursery. Additionally, Verbinnens in
Dundas and Heavenly Earth in Bothwell each specialize in tree species native to Southwestern 
Ontario. Plant a native tree and help bio-diversity thrive in your yard and in your neighbourhood.
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Serviceberry, 20 years old



Birding with LWI Binoculars:

When Mike Kent who runs the Young Naturalists program reached out to offer 
binoculars on loan, the Davidsons were ecstatic about the opportunity! They borrowed 
two pairs (an adult and a child's pair) and, equipped with LWI birding pamphlets, set 
out to identify the birds of Sarnia! Wawanosh Wetlands and Art Teasel Wildlife Refuge 
became their favourite family go-to's where they would spend a couple of hours each 
weekend building their birding knowledge. Lauren, an artist, would document their 
expeditions using different artistic mediums. The piece pictured here was 
created using watercolour and ink.  
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LWI Membership Fee Announcement: 

For the first time in over 20 years, the Board of Directors has implemented a 
membership fee increase effective January 1, 2023. We thank you for your 
understanding.

Single: $30.00

Family: $35.00

Corporate: $100.00

Lifetime Single Membership: $600.00

Lifetime Family Membership: $700.00

Save a Tree and our costs! Please consider switching to on-line Earthways 
distribution to reduce the amount of paper we are using. Help us go paperless! 
Become an LWI member online and opt to receive your newsletter by email!

Call for Submissions:

Lambton Wildlife hopes Earthways & eEarthways will be a place of sharing and 
collaboration for our membership. If you have ideas for submissions, member 
observations, or requests for topics to be covered, please contact us!

Earthways Editor ~ Sharon Nethercott ~ nethercottsharon2@gmail.com ~ 519-332-3276

Yes!  I would like to become a member!

Name:                                                                                     

Address:                                                          City:                             Postal Code:          

Phone:                                                             Email:                                                            

Earthways Newsletter vial email?  Yes          No

Please select a Membership Type:          $20 single           $25 family           $100 corporate

Optional Donation: see our website for donation categories www.lambtonwildlife.com

Mail to: Lambton Wildlife Inc. PO Box 681 ∙ Sarnia, ON ∙ N7T 7J7

 | P a g e

http://www.lambtonwildlife.com/
mailto:nethercottsharon2@gmail.com

	Next Steps
	Impact

